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ADIEU BRO. RAPHAEL XALXO MSFS 

 

 

Bro. Raphael Xalxo was born on 29th November 1935 at Lorhamba in Raigarh, Chhattisgarh 

to Mr. Simon and Mrs. Veronica. He was baptized on 6th December 1935 at St. Joseph’s 

Church Ginabahar, Raigarh. He was confirmed on 9th November 1944 in St. Joseph’s Church. 

He completed his education at Loyola High School, Kunkuri. The young Raphael decided to 

take up a job for some time, though the thought of joining the religious life was strongly 

embedded in his mind. After having worked for 9 years with a Sports Goods Firm in West 

Bengal, he decided to quit his job and in 1964 joined the Society of St. Joseph for Brotherhood 

in the Archdiocese of Nagpur. After having worked for 11 years in Nagpur Archdiocese, he felt 

inspired to join the MSFS and did so in 1975. He was sent to SFS Institute, Bastora, Goa, for a 

year of live in experience. He entered the MSFS Novitiate in Visakhapatnam in 1976. He made 

his First Profession on 10th June 1977. He offered his life perpetually to the Lord’s service in 

the MSFS Congregation by making his Final Profession at Fransalian Seminary, Pune on 14th 

June 1983. He worked in many places like  Nanded, St. Joseph’s Technical Institute, Nagpur 
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and St. John’s High School, Nagpur. Due to old age, he was shifted to Mermier Sadan, Nagpur 

for rest and treatment. As time went by his health began to deteriorate gradually and he expired 

on 4th January 2021.  

He was a humble and simple Fransalian, true to his call of service. His zeal and enthusiasm in 

the places where he worked has left an indelible mark. His special area of work was 

maintenance of the institutions, especially in electrical and plumbing. Tools were always a part 

of his very person, as he moved from place-to-place setting things right. Gardening was his 

forte and his planning and guidance of the workers made the land yield abundantly. His work 

tools were very sacred to him that he refused to part with any. He ensured that they were 

returned if he lent them to anyone for some emergency work. His enthusiasm for work was so 

strong that even after a fall from the ladder he continued to work after he recovered. In fact he 

had to be forced to stop certain work on account of his advancing age. He also looked after the 

community kitchen and ensured that good food was served on time to the community 

members. His work as the sacristan of St. John’s Mass Centre is highly appreciated as he made 

sure daily that the altar was ready for mass or other liturgical services. Although he grew weak 

as he advanced in age his mind was always alert and the desire to work never died. He was 

independent almost till the last days of his life and slowly but regularly he climbed the 1st floor 

to the dining room or slowly moved to the garden to enjoy a bit of sun shine and warmth. He 

was cheerful and welcomed people, desiring to have a chat with them. Bro. Raphael was truly a 

loving elder brother to the young MSFS confreres and he led by example. 
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Bro. Raphael Xalxo’s funeral service was held on 5th January at 10:00 am, in the Provincialate 

Chapel. Fr. Provincial presided over the Eucharist which was concelebrated by around twenty-

five priest confreres. His nephew and two nieces from Jabalpur took part in the last rites. After 

the Eucharistic celebration the mortal remains of Bro. Raphael were taken to the cemetery at 

Seminary Hills to be laid to rest. 

 

I take this opportunity to thank the family members, relatives, friends, near and dear ones of 

Bro. Raphael, who always supported him during his religious journey. I also thank the 

community members of Mermier Sadan and Provincialate, all the doctors, nurses and all those 

who assisted him during his last hours on earth. My special thanks to Fr. Emmanuel 

Vattamattam and Fr. William Anthony who extended all possible help to Bro. Raphael during 

the last hours of his earthly life.  

We pray that the Good Lord, to whom he committed his life graciously reward him by granting 

him eternal peace and joy in His Heavenly Kingdom. May he Rest in Peace. 

     

Yours Fraternally in Christ, 

 

Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy 

Provincial Superior  


